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A special gift:  
Birthday celebration at home gives teen chance to catch his breath 
during struggle with cancer 
M arianne  N apo les     
P ub lished: S eptem ber 6 , 2008  
A  b irthday w ish  cam e true  fo r Law rance Garcia. O n S unda y, he  w ill ce lebra te  h is  14 th  b irthda y a t 
h is  C h ino  H ills  hom e ins tead o f the  hosp ita l.  
"It fee ls  good to  be  hom e," he  sa id . "I had to  s ta y in  iso la tion  and  I d idn 't like  it."  
Law rance  w as ba ttling  a  v irus  during  h is  s ta y a t C h ild ren 's  H osp ita l o f O range C ounty w here  he  is  
undergo ing  trea tm ents  fo r a  tum or g row ing be tw een h is  eye  socket and h is  b ra in .  
Law rance  has ba ttled  cancer and re la ted  illnesses s ince  he  w as 3  years  o ld , w hen doctors  
rem oved a  lym phom a tum or from  h is  cheek .  
W ound care  is  requ ired  on  h is  face  because  the  lack  o f w h ite  b lood ce lls  w on 't a llow  h is  cheek  to  
c lose , sa id  h is  m other, M argare t Garcia.  
Law rance  has D iffuse  Large B -ce ll L ym phom a. H e a lso  has im m une defic iency and a  pu lm o nary 
cond ition .  
H e has tw o m ore  trea tm ents  le ft fo r h is  tum or, bo th  o f w h ich  requ ire  five -da y hosp ita l s ta ys  if a ll 
goes w e ll during  the  chem otherap y.  
"It's  rea l hard  because the  trea tm ents  a re  h igh  doses," Law rance  sa id . "S om etim es if I ea t the  
w rong food I th row  up  because m y s tom ach is  rea l sens itive ."  
T he Garcia family m oved to  C h ino  H ills  las t year. R is ing  gas costs  and frequent trips  to  the  
hosp ita l fo rced them  to  leave the ir hom e in  S an B ernard ino  and m ove in to  the  parsonage  o f the  
C h ino  H ills  C hris tian  F e llow sh ip  C hurch  on  A very S tree t.  
Law rance 's  fa ther, a  m in is te r a lso  nam ed Law rance Garcia, superv ises  a  construc tion  crew  a t a  
recovery hom e a ffilia ted  w ith  the  Foursquare  C hurch , w here  he  is  s tud ying  to  ge t h is  pastorsh ip  
license .  
M rs . Garcia, know n as Lu lu  in  the  com m unity, has phys ica l p rob lem s o f her ow n. S he  needs 
surgery on  bo th  hands as  a  resu lt o f repetitive  hand  m ovem ents  from  her job  as  an  ass is tan t 
m ach ine  opera tor.  
S he re lies  on  her teenage  daughters , M iya  and M arissa , to  hand le  her son 's  w ound care  because 
o f her in ju red  hands.  
Law rance  o ften  w ears  a  m ask  because o f h is  im m une sys tem  prob lem s.  
"W hen w e get a  co ld , he  ge ts  pneum onia , and w hen w e get a  cough, he  ge ts  b ronch itis ," h is  
m other sa id .  
W hen the ir a ir cond itioner b roke, Law rance 's  b rea th ing  prob lem s w orsened. F riends loaned them  
a  portab le  a ir cond itioner.  
M ost k ids  don 't p lay in  the  house, bu t Law rance doesn 't have a  cho ice . E ven ska te -board ing  is  
done  ins ide  the  house.  
In  M a y, he  go t h is  w ish  to  m eet p ro fess iona l ska teboa rder R ob D yrdek  a t the  E S P N  Zone sports  
res taurant ou ts ide  D isne yland. G rants  W ishes, an  organ iza tion  fo r ch ild ren  w hose cancer com es 
back , a rranged the  event.  
"It w as fun ," sa id  Law rance. "W e p layed  v ideo gam es and a te  lunch toge ther."  
Four years  ago, the  M ake-a-W ish  Foundation  sent Law rance to  the  B aham as.  
H is  w ish  fo r h is  b irthda y on  S unda y is  to  go  to  h is  favorite  a rcade in  W est C ovina , bu t h is  family 
doesn 't w ant to  take  tha t chance because o f h is  w eakened cond ition .  
Ins tead , they w ill ce lebra te  a t hom e, g ra te fu l tha t he  w ill be  fa r from  the  hosp ita l. "W e're  so  jazzed 
he 's  hom e," sa id  h is  m om . "H e eats  be tte r and is  m ore  soc iab le ."  
Law rance 's  adv ice  to  o thers  undergo ing  cancer trea tm ents  is : "Jus t s ta y s trong ."   
R es idents  w ho w ou ld  like  to  ass is t Law rance Garcia and h is  family m ay contac t Judy R ogers  o f 
C aring  fo r the  H ills  a t 597-1454.  

T he Garcia family during  a  trip  to  D isneyland, w ith  Law rance Garcia in  fron t. S how n (from  le ft) 
a re  fa ther Law rance, m other M argare t (Lu lu ), s is te rs  M iya , 18 , M arissa , 16 , and  bro ther H enry, 
24 . 
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