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A special gift:
Birthday celebration at home gives teen chance to catch his breath

during struggle with cancer
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A birthday wish came true for Lawrance Garcia. On Sunday, he will celebrate his 14th birthday at
his Chino Hills home instead of the hospital.

"It feels good to be home," he said. "l had to stay in isolation and | didn't like it."

Lawrance was battling a virus during his stay at Children's Hospital of Orange County where he is
undergoing treatments for a tumor growing between his eye socket and his brain.

Lawrance has battled cancer and related illnesses since he was 3 years old, when doctors
removed a lymphoma tumor from his cheek.

Wound care is required on his face because the lack of white blood cells won't allow his cheek to
close, said his mother, Margaret Garcia.

Lawrance has Diffuse Large B-cell Lymphoma. He also has immune deficiency and a pulmonary
condition.

He has two more treatments left for his tumor, both of which require five-day hospital stays if all
goes well during the chemotherapy.

“It's real hard because the treatments are high doses," Lawrance said. "Sometimes if | eat the
wrong food | throw up because my stomach is real sensitive."

The Garcia family moved to Chino Hills last year. Rising gas costs and frequent trips to the
hospital forced them to leave their home in San Bernardino and move into the parsonage of the
Chino Hills Christian Fellowship Church on Avery Street.

Lawrance's father, a minister also named Lawrance Garcia, supervises a construction crew ata
recovery home affiliated with the Foursquare Church, where he is studying to get his pastorship
license.

Mrs. Garcia, known as Lulu in the community, has physical problems of her own. She needs
surgery on both hands as a result of repetitive hand movements from her job as an assistant
machine operator.

She relies on her teenage daughters, Miya and Marissa, to handle her son's wound care because
of her injured hands.

Lawrance often wears a mask because of his immune system problems.

"When we geta cold, he gets pneumonia, and when we get a cough, he gets bronchitis," his
mother said.

When their air conditioner broke, Lawrance's breathing problems worsened. Friends loaned them
a portable air conditioner.

Most kids don't play in the house, but Lawrance doesn't have a choice. Even skate-boarding is
done inside the house.

In May, he got his wish to meet professional skateboarder Rob Dyrdek atthe ESPN Zone sports
restaurant outside Disneyland. Grants Wishes, an organization for children whose cancer comes
back, arranged the event.

"It was fun," said Lawrance. "We played video games and ate lunch together."

Four years ago, the Make-a-Wish Foundation sent Lawrance to the Bahamas.

His wish for his birthday on Sunday is to go to his favorite arcade in West Covina, but his family
doesn't want to take that chance because of his weakened condition.

Instead, they will celebrate at home, grateful that he will be far from the hospital. "We're so jazzed
he's home," said his mom. "He eats better and is more sociable."

Lawrance's advice to others undergoing cancer treatments is: "Just stay strong."

Residents who would like to assist Lawrance Garcia and his family may contact Judy Rogers of
Caring for the Hills at 597-1454.

The Garcia family during a trip to Disneyland, with Lawrance Garcia in front. Shown (from left)
are father Lawrance, mother Margaret (Lulu), sisters Miya, 18, Marissa, 16, and brother Henry,
24.
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