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Joy of victory over cancer leads family to take plunge  
M e lod ie  H enderson     
P ub lished: Ju ly 12 , 2008  
For one C h ino  H ills  fam ily, a  d ip  in  the  "S p irit o f L ife " w as the  fitting  end to  the ir son 's  figh t aga ins t 
cancer. A fte r be ing  d iagnosed in  D ecem ber 2007 w ith  H odgek ins  Lym phom a, Jared Weissman 
endured chem otherap y and  rad ia tion  trea tm ents  fo r severa l m onths  be fore  be ing  pronounced 
"cancer free" on  Ju ly 8 .  
A ccord ing  to  Jared's  m om , C ity o f H ope hosp ita l in  D uarte , w here  Jared w as trea ted , is  filled  w ith  
im ages o f pa in , despera tion  and illness .  
"B ecause so  m uch o f the  v isua l s tim u li there  is  harsh , your eyes jus t na tura lly sea rch  fo r 
som eth ing  beautifu l to  soothe  your sp irit and jus t he lp  hea l your sou l hence the  founta in ," A lyson 
Weissman sa id .  
W hen Jared reached the  m id -po in t o f h is  trea tm ent, h is  m other w as insp ired .  
"I to ld  h im  I p lanned to  jum p in  the  founta in  and dance  a t the  end o f h is  trea tm ent and asked h im  
if he  w ou ld  jo in  m e, and he  sa id  he  w ou ld ," M rs . Weissman sa id . "W e w a lked by frequently and 
dream ed abou t the  da y. I be lieve  tha t is  som etim es how  a  fam ily ge ts  th rough cancer: im ag in ing  
w hat you w ill do  w hen you are  hea led ."  
A fte r Jared's  doctor to ld  h im  he w as o ffic ia lly in  rem iss ion , he  le ft the  hosp ita l w ith  h is  m other and 
fa ther, A lan  Weissman and proceeded  to  the  foun ta in , w here  the  trio  h it the  w ate r jus t benea th  
th ree  bronze figures  o f a  m other, fa ther and in fan t danc ing  together.  
Jared, a long w ith  h is  paren ts  and best friend, A lex  M ethot, recently re tu rned from  a  trip  to  W alt 
D isne y W orld , courtesy o f the  M ake -A -W ish  Foundation  o f O range C ounty and the  In land E m pire . 
T h is  sum m er, Jared is  a  vo lun teer counse lor a t C h ino  H ills  D a y C am p.  
T hough he took  a  break  from  schoo l during  h is  trea tm ent, Jared m a in ta ined  a  4 .0  g rade average 
w h ile  on  hom e s tud ies . H e  was promoted and will be a freshman next year at Ayala High School. 
T o  v iew  the  s lide  show  o f the  W iessm an fam ily's  ce lebra tory d ip , v is it 
w w w .shannon lo ttphotograp hy.com /founta in   

 
Jared, A lyson and A lan  Weissman s tand in  the  "S p ir it o f L ife " founta in  a t C ity o f H ope in  
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